
HAVERHILL AT WORK 
     Sports & Social Clubs 

The Sports and Social Clubs were an important part of working life. They were typically created and 
run by employees but often funded or part funded by the company. Their focus varied from firm to 
firm but they did support the wellbeing of the employee and their family. For those who moved 
into the town during the expansion years they provided an opportunity for establishing vital new 
social networks. There were a wide range of activities that everyone could enjoy. 

Hille: “They spent a lot of 
hours building Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang, and in their own 
time. It was done at night 
time, Saturday afternoons 
or Sunday mornings but it 
was one of the best.  It was 
donated to one of the 
playgroups. They loved it.” 

Believe it or not this is actually a wheelbarrow! Built by a 
team from Hille, it was entered in the fondly remembered 
Wheelbarrow Race. They didn’t go fast enough to win but 
they easily won, for the third year running, a prize for the 
best decorated wheelbarrow. 

Addis Sports and Social Club 
entered raft races at Southend 
and Cromer in August 1980. 
They built the raft using two 
aircraft drop tanks with Hille 
and Signpost Paints supplying 
parts to help. 

 
Project: “The social club was 
really a major part of work, a 
very good side of it. The 
Christmas do at the Town Hall 
was always a sellout…there used 
to be a Pensioners party too.” 
 

Mansols Dave James 
and George Spiking 
enter Noddy’s car into 
the wheelbarrow race. 

Hille Tug of War team 

 
Taylor’s Foundry: “Not many firms took 
their employees and their families abroad 
for a holiday…. 3 or 4 days in Benidorm, 
we went to Spain, Majorca, Malta. We 
were taking 50 – 60 people all paid for.” 
 

Steve Mead, Chris Pordage, Steve Beadle, John 
King, Ron Ager and John Lewis with Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang. Julie Andrews – watch out! 


